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COMMENTS OF NORTHEAST INDIANA BROADCASTING, INC.

Northeast Indiana Broadcasting, Inc., licensee of standard broadcast station WAWK,

Kendallville, Indiana, by its attorney, hereby submits these comments in support of the

Commission's proposal to permit daytime-only AM stations to operate FM translator stations.

Station WAWK, operating on 1140 KHz as a Class D station with daytime power of only

250 watts, has provided local radio service to the small community of Kendallville for over 50

years. Unfortunately, that service has been severely limited by the inability of WAWK to

broadcast at night. This handicap has been a distinct disadvantage to area residents because local

listeners do not receive local news, sports and public affairs from any other radio station.

WAWK is the only standard broadcast station licensed to Kendallville, and although an FM

station is licensed to the community, that station's studio is located in Fort Wayne and its format

does not focus on Kendallville.

Northeast Indiana Broadcasting filed comments in support of the Petition for Rulemaking

filed by the National Association of Broadcasting ("NAB") and was gratified to see the

Commission initiate rulemaking designed to alleviate the technical burden under which WAWK

has operated for so long. Clearly, WAWK has operated at a competitive disadvantage vis-ii-vis

other nearby radio stations, but WAWK's main concern with its service has been the fact that it

has been unable to provide public safety information and announcements for nearly half the day,

particularly when residents are going to and from work and school. As evidenced by a sample of

the attached letters received by the station with respect to the possibility that WAWK might be
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able to broadcast such information 24 hours per day, this has been a public service sorely lacking

in Kendallville and one which is much desired.

WAWK believes that it is in the public interest for an FM translator licensed to a

daytime-only AM station to broadcast 24 hours per day. At present, WAWK broadcasts daily

from a minimum 9 Y2 hours to a maximum of about 15 1/4 hours. It does not make common

sense for an FM translator associated with WAWK to be turned off and on, particularly during

the winter months when the station only broadcasts a little more than a third of the day. Further,

because a standard broadcast station is subject to interference from storms and other static

producing agents, it is critical to have an alternate and reliable means of reaching the public

when extreme weather events and the like interfere with reception. In consequence, Northeast

Indiana Broadcasting submits that full day operation of an FM translator by a daytime station is

necessary to provide a meaningful service to listeners. In that respect, such a translator should be

permitted to originate programming during the full day and, particularly, at night when WAWK

must leave the air.

The attached statement of Scott "Pawl"Pawlowski, Program Director ofWAWK, gives a

vivid description of the obstacles WAWK has faced in getting information to the public via a

daytime-only standard broadcast station. Northern Indiana Broadcasting believes that adoption of

the translator rules proposed by the Commission in this proceeding is critical to the welfare of

the citizens of Kendallville and of the surrounding area. In consequence, the Commission is

urged to make those changes in the rules which would allow WAWK to enlarge and fulfill its

enduring commitment to the community.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard F. Swift
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street, 11th Floor
Arlington, Virginia 22209
Phone: (703) 812-0443
Fax: (703) 812-0486

January 7,2008
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Letters



STATE OF I:"iDL\:"iA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THIRD FLOOR STATE HOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 4E;204

October 2, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

:\larlin A. Stutzman
.\ssistant :\Iinorit\ Whip

0250 West bOO ),orth
Howe, IN 46746

website: www.in.gov/h52

COMMJ'lTEES:
Agriculture & Rural Development

Family, Children and Human
Public Policy

I arn writing this letter in support of the radio station WAWK in Kendallville, Indiana.
This station currently is 0llly on the air during daytime hours. I understand that the opportunity
may exist for the station to expand and broadcast through the night, 24 hours a day and 7 days a
week.

The station is already important to the community, but would become an enormous asset
if it is able to expand. By being on the air during all hours of the day, the Noble County area
would have access to a media outlet that provides important information concerning weather
related warnings, local disasters, and other important information that needs to be available to the
public immediately. It is imperative that this station is always on the air because it will serve the
community in ways it has never seen. Citizens should have numerous outlets for learning about
local events and incidents that are taking place. A radio station that has goals ofserving its local
neighborhood would be beneficial to the safety and well-being ofthose who live in Kendallville
and Noble County.

I appreciate your taking the time to read this letter and consideration for expanding
WAWK in Kendallville, Indiana. Please feel free to reach me if you would like to discuss this
matter with further.

Sincerely,

Marlin Stutzman
State Representative

MS:rh



Phone (260) 347-0352

September 26, 2007

City of

~l11vjlle

Fax (260) 347-7058 E-mail: mayor@kendallville-in.org

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to advocate extending the hours of operation for WAWK AM
1140 Radio Station in Kendallville, Indiana.

WAWK AM 1140 is a trusted local radio station that has been on the air for over 50
years. During the blizzards of 1978 it was the only source of information for most
citizens of our small community of 10,000.

Currently, the city is in the process ofupgrading our emergency early warning system to
have a means of giving an alii hazards warning in the event of any type of an emergency.
WAWK would be assisting our citizens with continous information regarding whatever
the situation would be.

They are the trusted source fix school delays or closures or when an emergency arises
that closes a road or street they immediatlly communicate this to the public. Extending
there hours not only assists the citizens it give us another tool to utilize during an
unforeseen emergency.



City of Kendallville
234 S. Main Street

Kendallville, IN 46755-1795

September 27, 2007

FROM: Robyn A. Wiley
Chief of Polic\~

Kendallville Police Department

TO: Federal Communications Commission

SUJBECT: WAWK Radio, Kendallville, Indiana

I understand that WAWK Radio has initiated a request to expand its broadcast hours for
the Kendallville area. I would like to express my support for the expanded hours and the
benefits that it will bring to the Kendallville community.

During my two years as the ChiefofPolice I have had many opportunities to work with
Don Moore and the WAWK staff. WAWK has been very supportive of the community
and has made a significant eflnrt to present varying view and topics that affect the local
area. The police department and many other local organizations have been afforded the
opportunity to appear on the "'Behind The Mike" program to make the community aware
ofvarious programs and opJXi,rtunities available to the citizens.

WAWK is Kendallville's only local radio station and it makes a special effort to bring
local news and events to the torefront. The station sponsors various events, includiJ)g the
Kendallville Home and Garde:n Show. Helping to bring a local flavor to the radio is a
significant benefit to the City of Kendallville and Noble County.

Expanding the broadcast howl' for WAWK would not only be beneficial to the radio
station itself, but would continue to improve the quality oflife in the Kendallville and
Noble County area.

. -.Sincerely,

,/ . /.-... ~ t;/: ~ -'r
F (byn A. Wiley

, hief of Police
Kendallville Police Dept.



Gary D. Leatherman
Sher~[f

September 28, 2007

Don Moore
WAWK AM Radio
East Avenue
Kendallville, IN 46755

Re: 24 Hour Broadcasts

To Whom It May Concern:

I understand that you are initiating steps to making the WAWK radio station a 24-hour
operation. For the citizens ofNoble County, as well as others in listening range, it would
be a much needed change for a multitude ofreasons.

Simply from my perspective as an intricate part of emergency responses within the
county, any emergency infOlmation that can be passed on quickly and sometimes
continuously to the public is very important to the safety of everyone concerned. All too
often, larger communications media outside ofNoble County are either not interested or
too busy with other issues to focus on our particular problem.

Whether it is a snow emergency, incidents involving hazardous materials, flooding or in
the case a few weeks ago of potential problems facing the Sylvan Lake Dam due to heavy
rainfall, it is information that is vital to our citizens' well being.

Anything I can do to be supportive of your endeavor, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Sheriff's Office

210 South 7th Street. PO. Box 22

AJbion.!ndiana46701

CommunicationsIWarrants

FAX (260) 636·3181

(2EO) 636-2182 FAX (260) 636-3923

Confinement Center

(260) 636·64D4



KFD
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Mike Riehm
304 E. North St - Kendallville, IN 46755
Ph"ne ?60-147- 'iO 10 _ F~x 71iO_147_70V,

t!re@kendallville-in.org
mriehm@kendallville-in.org

October 4, 2007

To whom it may concern:

As Fire Chiefof Kendallville Fire Department, I would like to voice my support for longer hours of operations
for local radio station WAWK I 140AM. WAWK plays a vital role in the emergency planning for the City of
Kendallville as part of the notification system for emergencies. Being it a snow storm, thunderstorm, tornado,
or train derailment. As we have a double rail system running thru our city.

Mike Riehm
Fire Chief



October 5, 2007

To whom it may concern:

.1 write this letter in behalf of Associated Sports Productions, the company that manages
tournament rights fees and broadcasts for the Indiana High School Athletic Association.

Associated Sports Productions communicates with several radio stations throughout the
school yearto help coordinate IHSAA tournament hroadqlsts. WAWK has been and
continues to be a radio station dedicated to broadcasting high school sports during the
regular athletic seasons and IHSAA tournament seasons. WAWK Is also one of over 50
dedicated radio affiliates to join the IHSAA I Methodist Sports Medicine Championship
Radio Network.

WAWK diligently schedules time for sports programs throughout the school year, such
as: football, girls basketball and boys basketball state tournament broadcasts,
tournament pairings shows and weekly Indiana High School Sports Report shows.
However, WAWK is unable to carry some of these exciting broadcasts due to limited
station air time. It is important for WAWK to be able to broadcast high school sporting
events, IHSAA tournament events and other sports related programming during
extended operating hours because of the positive effect their broadcasts have on so
many student-athletes, family, friends and Kendallville community members.

The IHSAA is very proud of the more than 160,000 student-athletes in Indiana. The
IHSAA is also very grateful for the Kendallville community and their support of high
school athletics, namely WAWK's local radio coverage.

It is important for WAWK to continue their local radio coverage of high school sports
because it directly benefits the student-athletes, family, friends and Kendallville
community members. I hope you will take the time to consider the importance of
extend~d bro~dcastinghours fu.-VtA'./'JK.

Sincerely,

Liz Milne
Broadcast Coordinator
Associated Sports Productions

-------------\------------



NOBLE COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
Mictmd Nn·\llIHL [)ircclor

,. '. '. - . , ,',',. ,_,eI ,). )",1'.,1",) H_ I '.J ,.dA ()

Albion. IN 46701
omce: 260/636-2938 Cell: 260/347-7378

E-Mail: mnewton@nobkco.org

September 25, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to strongly voice my support for the extension ofhours of operation for
WAWK AM 1140 Radio Station in Kendallville.

The tragedies of September II, 200I, the emerging threat of terrorism, and the danger presented
by naturally occurring events have re-emphasized the need for public officials to communicate
effectively with the public in a timely manner. I once read that the measurement ofeffective
public information is to "get the right information to the right people at the right time so they can
make the right decision."

To reach the most people, you must have a consistent means communicating information that
people can easily access. Beyond that, you must educate the public on where this information
will be made available. Regularly scheduled extended hours would do just that. I understand
their may be a chance of having :some FM capabilities also and that would only increase their
effectiveness.

WAWK AM 1140 is a trusted source of information for Noble County and the surrounding-area
residents that has been used consistently to communicate matters of public safety in a disaster.
They have demonstrated their commitment to serving the Noble County community I believe
since the mid-50's.

Please support them in their continued effort to be a service to our community,

Respectfully submitted,

~c£v(l:I/&;t;-
Michael Newton, Director



FOUR COUNTY AREA
VOCATiONAL COOPERATiVE

October 10, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

~~ATI!/;
(, \... G'
'-' ~\
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The Four County Area Vocational Cooperative is requesting that you extend the broadcasting
hours of Radio Station WAWK 1140A.M. to include evening hours. We are an educational cooperative
that serves four counties covering 1200 square miles. We offer daytime and evening high school and
college classes to adults and our facility is located in Kendallville, Indiana. We have had communication
problems because of weather and emergencies because ofthe lack of nighttime hours of WAWK.
Extended hours for WAWK would help fill the security and information gap for our students and with the
recent problems at several colleges and schools in our country; we need the help of WAWK. Please
consider extending the hours of WAWK to help us become more efficient in the education of our
students.

Sincerely,

+-vJ:Z--~
Fred Inniger

www.fourcountyvocational.org

1607 East Dowling Street· Kendallville IN 46755 • (260) 349-0250 • 1-888-349-0250 • Fax: (260) 349-0240



October 10, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of E!xtending the broadcasting of Radio Station 1140A.M. WAWK to
include nighttime hours. Our fam'ily relies on WAWK for local and emergency information. During the
two tornado attacks on Kendallville, we were unaware ofthe approaching storms and one passed within
a mile of our home. We were luck'f that we were not in the path ofthe tornado but, we need WAWK to
have evening hours. Also, our only source of evening emergencies and event changes is WAWK and we
rely on this radio station for this information and for school information. Please help WAWK become a
lifesaver to the Kendallville community.

Sincerely,

1~;Lur
Fred Inniger



Oc::tobel:' 8'" 2007

To whom i!: may concern.

I would like to expX'eSll my conClll:"n for the need for a 24 houl:S radio
presence :servinl,j .the eutern part of Noble county. The area
surroundinq KendallvUll! Indiana currently has no 24 hour broadcastinq
enti ty suvicinq th\'l ne,!(\s ot this area. In 1985 WANl( PM became WBTU
and they currently tIlrg,at the !i.uc;!ience to the Fort Wayne markllt which
hovel:" twenty miles aW'iy from Kendallville. So the people of the
Kendallville area anc;! the East Noble School district, a population of
approximately 15 thouesnd people, have no 24 our eouroe for emer\Jency
news and information. I~adio Station WAIIK has foX' the past 50 years
served this area with local programminq. The manaqement of W.l\JIK has
demonstrated of LOCAL p:re5ence broadcasting LOCAL news and information.
Extended broadcilSt hour;~ WOUl" enable to carry live much ot the
information that the pel~ple of the al:"ea currently have to wait until
the next day to receive. Thank you for your oonsideration into this
matter.

:.~~'iY
Rome City, IN 467S4
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Statement



To whom it may concern,

I am the Program Director for a 250-watt daytime AM station in northeastern Indiana.
We provide local programming for the four counties in this corner of the state, and
especially for the small towns and communities that make up this area. Yet, in the winter
we sign on the air after 7:00 am making it impossible to provide the school/work weather
related announcements our community needs, forcing them to tune into stations 30-40
miles away. Sign off at 5:15 pm puts us off the air right when most people are getting off
work and driving home.

We also cover local high school sports, but because of our restrictions, are unable to air
most local sporting events live on the air, having to run them "tape delay".

Just last week, we had bad storms in the area with the nearby town ofNappanee taking
extensive damage from a tomado. 1had already signed off the air, shut the station down
for the night, and gone horne, when the tornado warnings were issued for our county.

We also provide traffic announcements for are highways including US 6 & US 20,
Indiana State Roads 3 & 9, 1-69 as well as the Indiana Toll Road. However, denied drive
time, we are often unable to be effective. We have had major traffic accidents and even
train derailments, some involving the possibility ofhazardous materials being involved.

In this day and age, homeland security is a serious subject, and we take our public
responsibility very seriously. But, as a major source for immediate information for this
corner of the state, we are hanlstrung by our current broadcast restrictions.

Please allow us a fair chance to compete as well as to serve our community by allowing
us a FM Translator license.

Sincerely,
Scott "Pawl" Pawlowski
770 South Bend Drive
Rome City, IN 46784
(260) 854-9508


